G The Lowick Road (picture on front of leaflet)
This was once the main road out of Lowick to a small
stone bridge over the South Low stream and on to Holy
Island. The South Low could only be crossed by a ford on
the Fenwick road, therefore this would be a busy lane,
with carters, quarrymen, pilgrims and farmers travelling
along it.
H Lime Kilns
Just beyond a small copse of trees on your right you will
see the entrance to a site where there were once lime
kilns. Limestone would be quarried locally and then
heated to high temperatures in brick built kilns to create
quicklime which was used in the building trade and to
fertilise fields. This peaceful countryside would have
been filled with the noise of horses and carts and
working men, and smoke would hang over the site.

Continue along the track until you reach a small wicket gate on
the right and follow the footpath down the side of the field. At
the end of the field go through the gap in the fence. On the left
of the gap you will see an ash tree.
I The Ash Tree
This old ash tree was once a fine specimen
but in the 1970s when farmers still burned
the straw after the wheat had been
harvested, a neighbouring farmer
accidentally set fire to the tree. All that was
left was a burnt out stump which has,
amazingly, re-grown.

Once through the gap turn right and cross the bridge and stile.
This is Hunting Hall Farm and a wildlife conservation area.
Please keep your dog on a lead. After the stile you will see a
small young wood before you.

J Meg’s Wood
Meg Burn designed this 3 acre wood and pond, which was
planted in 2003 with the help of local families. It is a mixed
wood with shrubs to attract wildlife.
You can either follow a grassy path through the wood to the
seating area in the centre, or turn right and walk around the
outside of the woodland.
Beyond the wood follow the track around the field side.

Lowick in Bloom

A gentle walk of 1¾ miles for all the family

K New Trees
On your right you will see some new trees in the
hedge; alder, scots pine, birch and cherry. These
were donated to the farm by Berwick Wildlife
Group and planted by members of Lowick in
Bloom.
Climb over the stile and continue in the same
southerly direction towards the silos in the distance.

L Wild Flower Areas
Around the farm, areas of field have been sown for
wildlife. Here you will see wildflowers, clover and
birdsfoot trefoil, to provide nectar for insects. Butterflies
and bumble bees can be seen flying between the flowers.
M Grassy Margins
Strips of grass have been sown around all the arable fields
at Hunting Hall Farm. These wild field borders are a
valuable habitat for wildlife.

N Our walk ends at Lowick Community Orchard. This
is a new orchard at Hunting Hall Farm. In April 2011, 52
local people began planting 112 fruit trees. Some
wonderful old fruit varieties with interesting histories have
been included, and each tree has been sponsored by a
member of the public.

We hope you will enjoy exploring our village
history and local countryside using this leaflet
guided walk. The walk begins at Lowick Corner
Shop and is along paths and grassy field edges,
so please wear suitable stout shoes.
A Stand outside the Corner Shop and compare what
you see as you look straight ahead of you today, with
this photograph taken in the 1890s.

Lowick was an industrial centre during the 19th century.
The carts in the foreground of the photograph are
hauling rocks, probably destined for the local limekilns,
and there was also a thriving coal industry. The
inhabitants of Lowick were tough working people.

Holy Island lies behind the hill you can see to the right.
Both the Saxon and Norman monasteries on Holy
Island were of great importance to Lowick in medieval
times and there were disputes about paying tithe taxes
to the monks.

Turn left and walk up the street. On the opposite side of the
street you will see the White Swan Inn. This was one of
five pubs in the village in the 19th Century, today two
remain: the White Swan and the Black Bull which you
will see further up the street.
Continue walking up the south side of the street. You come next
to an open space on your left with a war memorial.

Bastle Corner
Five hundred years ago the English Army marched up the
Devil’s Causeway and through Lowick to camp at Barmoor
before the Battle of Flodden in 1513. An exhibition in St John
the Baptist Church examines life in the village during this
difficult period.
Cross the road at this point and continue up the street until you
come to the path leading up to St John the Baptist Church.

B Village Hirings—The above photograph from the
early 1920s shows this area before the war memorial was
placed here. This is where the annual ‘hirings’ of farm
workers took place. J. Simm had memories of these
occasions from his childhood in Lowick.
‘The hiring of farm labour took place in March, a most
degrading custom, where the farm workers had to stand like
cattle, rain or shine, whilst the farmers walked around and
chose the people they wanted.’
C The War Memorial—A First World
War memorial, made up of boulders to
represent the harsh conditions of the
conflict, was presented to the village by
General Sitwell of Barmoor Castle and
placed on this site. However, the people
of Lowick wanted a more conventional
memorial, so the boulders were
removed to Barmoor Corner and a new
monument was erected.
D Bastle Corner—As you walk on past the war
memorial you come to Bastle Corner where there was a
bastle, (a fortified building) erected as protection against
Scots raids. For 300 years from 1314 until the Union of the
Crowns in 1603, Lowick suffered the consequences of the
almost continuous war with Scotland.

E St John the Baptist Church
A marigold cross dating from the late 12 th
Century can be found set into the right side
of the churchyard wall near the entrance.
This would have decorated a grave cover,
perhaps that of an important woman.

F The Dryburn Road
When you arrive at Dryburn Road at the end of the track
turn left and head north. You are now walking along the
Devil’s Causeway, a Roman Road connecting
Hadrian’s Wall to the River Tweed. It remained
important as the principle road north through
medieval times and meant that Lowick had some
strategic importance during this period.
A little way along the Dryburn Road at the end of a copse of
trees on the right there is a wide stony bridleway with a
wooden fingerpost. Turn right here and follow the track to
the east.
I

The church dates from 1794 but was
Gothicised in the 1830s. On the far
right hand side of the nave there’s a pre
-raphaelite style stained glass window
from 1910 commemorating Constance
Sitwell (wife of General Sitwell).
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Walk to the rear of the churchyard and
leave by the gate in the north wall. Turn
right along Church Lane where a
number of new houses have been built.
Carry on past the
point where the
road becomes a
track and follow
the Lonnen east
towards Dryburn
Road.
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This leaflet is produced by Lowick in
Bloom in partnership with Lowick
Heritage Group, Hunting Hall Farm and
Lowick Community Orchard.

